
The Doctoral School Researcher Development Awards was an enjoyable, informative experience. 

I particularly enjoyed engaging in teamwork within a research project, as well as researching 

areas which were outside of my expertise. Dr Piscopo was a wonderful mentor, who emphasised 

the importance of work/life balance and making your schedule work for you. The project was 

essentially self-paced, which allowed me to dedicate reasonable time to my research and to 

academic commitments. I enjoyed being able to take initiative and give suggestions for Dr 

Piscopo’s project, as well as learn about a new subject. 

Through this experience, I gained skills relating to time management, teamwork and delegation. 

I applied constructive feedback to achieve research aims and unexpectedly learnt new ways to 

document research which I could apply to my dissertation! I learnt to laugh at my mistakes and 

to be realistic about my abilities, despite wanting perfection!  

The experience provided the opportunity to experience research in a professional environment, 

rather than an academic one. I found it helpful to be researching outside of my academic fields, 

as I learnt how to research for different narratives, and analyse data – which I had not done 

before! I enjoyed having the ability to take research methods into my own hands; not only did I 

complete and compile research, but I found the most efficient sources and judged them by their 

credibility.  

My future career aspiration is to complete a PhD, and then springboard into a career in research. 

This experience has helped consolidate my goal, and to also consider a career in research 

outside of academia. I have been more aware of potential career avenues and have been 

motivated to increase my network and reach out to current researchers to discuss their career 

paths and the state of the job market at the moment. Alongside being highly motivational, this 

experience has confirmed that I would like a career in research. This is because I enjoyed the 

project very much, and working with Dr. Piscopo was a dream! She was very supportive and 

reassuring and I felt comfortable to discuss my ideas for her book with her, and would love to 

work with her again in the future. 


