
My role as a research assistant for Dr. Suki Finn required various skills to compile a multi-

format literature review. The study itself looked at various legal aspects within the umbrella 

term of LGBTQ+ reproductive rights. I used a systematic approach to examine and gather 

legal research, utilising my organisation skills to present a clear presentation of all the 

different types of legal research. I worked 35 hours a week for a total of 140 hours over the 

course of four weeks. This experience helped me hone my legal research abilities, which will 

be directly relevant in my future employment as a legal secretary as well as other legal-

related positions. 

The research was divided into four different weeks, with each week dedicated to a different 

legal area. In the first week, I focused on gender and sexuality law, looking at how existing 

legal frameworks have addressed (or failed to address) issues relating to gender identity, 

sexual orientation, and reproduction. This included examining judgements where pregnancy 

and gender intersected, as well as reviewing key statutes and academic commentary that 

highlighted ongoing gaps in the law. 

The second week explored family law, where I probed into the legal recognition of diverse 

family structures, adoption and surrogacy rights, and the implications of assisted 

reproductive technologies for LGBTQ+ individuals and couples. A central part of this 

research was analysing case law that tested the boundaries of family definitions and 

parental recognition. This required not only identifying important cases but also providing 

short analytical summaries to highlight their relevance and significance within the broader 

field. 

Week three examined human rights law, particularly the protections offered by the European 
Convention on Human Rights and the way these intersect with English and Welsh law. I 
reviewed leading cases at both the domestic and European levels that dealt with 
reproductive rights, privacy, bodily autonomy, and discrimination. This strand of the research 
illustrated how human rights frameworks can be used to challenge discriminatory practices 
and support LGBTQ+ individuals seeking reproductive justice. 
 
The final week was focused on healthcare law, where I analysed the obligations of 
healthcare providers in supporting LGBTQ+ individuals, particularly in relation to 
reproductive healthcare. This included questions around access, consent, and 
discrimination, as well as broader ethical and policy issues. The research required close 
engagement with both legal and academic sources to capture the complexities of healthcare 
provision in this area. 
 
The project was not limited to case law analysis. A key element of my work involved 
compiling a multi-format literature review. This included summarising important judgments 
and cases, reviewing academic commentary, collating bibliographies and encyclopedia 
entries, and gathering reading lists to reflect how these topics are taught in UK universities. I 
also examined law school module syllabi to understand how reproductive rights and 
LGBTQ+ issues are integrated into legal education. All materials were systematically 
organised into Google Docs, with summaries providing clear overviews of each source to aid 
accessibility and future reference. 
 
To carry out this work, I relied extensively on LexisNexis and Westlaw. Using these 
databases allowed me to refine my research skills, navigate complex bodies of law, and 
ensure that the information I compiled was both current and accurate. These skills are 
directly transferrable to roles such as a legal secretary, where the ability to identify, analyse, 
and organise legal materials is essential. 



 
Overall, this role gave me a comprehensive understanding of LGBTQ+ reproductive rights 
law across multiple domains while also allowing me to build practical legal research 
experience. By engaging with a wide range of sources, from case law to academic writing, 
and by structuring the material for practical use, I contributed to a project that not only has 
academic value but also reflects pressing real-world legal and social issues. 
 


