Dissertation requirements for practice-based Masters by Research projects — departmental
guidance

According to the Research Degree regulations section 23 para(8), in the fields of practice-based
research your dissertation will comprise between 10,000 to 20,000 words to be submitted alongside
a body of creative work devised specifically for the degree. The relationship between the creative
and critical/theoretical components will vary depending on the specific project. The exact balance
between the textual/non-textual creative work and dissertation of the thesis will be decided
between you and your supervisor and discussed at the outset of the project; though in all cases the
dissertation must be a minimum of 10,000 words and a maximum of 20,000 words.

Discipline-specific guidance on dissertation requirements can be found below. Please read in
conjunction with the Research Degree regulations.

School of Performing and Digital Arts quidance
- Drama and Theatre Studies quidance
- MediaArts, Film, Television and Digital Media quidance
- Music

School of Humanities quidance

- Fiction/ Literary Non-Fiction
- Poetry and Poetic Practice



https://intranet.royalholloway.ac.uk/students/study/our-college-regulations/attendance-and-academic-regulations.aspx?

School of Performing and Digital Arts

Drama and Theatre Studies:
- Anpiece of practice normally in the form of a minimum of 30-minute performance (live,
digital, dance), a play-script, or a series of workshops.
- The written commentary for the dissertation should provide discussion of the artistic
considerations, methodological approaches, and broader social, cultural and/or theoretical
issues arising from the creation of the piece of practice.

Media Arts, Film, Television and Digital Media
- Apiece of practice that addresses specific research questions normally as a screenplay, a
lens/sound-based work, an exhibition, an installation, or a performance.

Music
- Apiece of practice up to 40 minutes in length normally in the form of a musical composition
or a portfolio of musical compositions, musical performance, collaborative performance, or
a lecture-recital
- The written commentary for the dissertation should provide discussion of the artistic
considerations, methodological approaches, and broader social, cultural and/or theoretical
issues arising from the creation of the piece of practice.



School of Humanities

Fiction / Literary Non-Fiction
- 5,000—20,000 words of fiction to be completed alongside the dissertation

Poetry and Poetic Practice
- 15-20 pages of poetry or equivalent practice-based output to be completed alongside the
dissertation.



