MHRA Examples of Forms of Reference

These examples are taken from section 10 of the MHRA Style Guide (2002), downloadable at http://www.mhra.org.uk/Publications/Books/StyleGuide/download.shtml

They are designed for quick reference only - for more detailed guidance and scope notes, it is strongly recommended that you download and read the relevant section of the full Guide.

BOOKS

	As first reference
	Later references
	In bibliography

	H. Munro Chadwick and N. Kershaw Chadwick, The Growth of Literature, 3 vols (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1932-40; repr. 1986), I, p. xiii
	Chadwick and Chadwick, III, 72
	Chadwick, H. Munro, and N. Kershaw Chadwick, The Growth of Literature, 3 vols (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1932-40; repr. 1986)

	Carlos Fuentes, Aura, ed. by Peter Standish, Durham Modern Language Series: Hispanic Texts, I (Durham: University of Durham, 1986), pp. 12-16 (p.14)
	
	Fuentes, Carlos, Aura, ed. by Peter Standish, Durham Modern Language Series: Hispanic Texts, I (Durham: University of Durham, 1986)

	Emily Dickinson: Selected Letters, ed.by Thomas H. Johnson, 2nd edn (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1985), pp. 194-197.


	
	Johnson, Thomas H., ed., Emily Dickinson: Selected Letters, 2nd edn (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1985)



	Boswell: The English Experiment 1785-1789, ed. by Irma S. Lustig and Frederick A. Pottle, The Yale Edition of the Private Papers of James Boswell (London: Heinemann; New York: McGraw Hill, 1986), pp. 333-37.
	Boswell, p. 326.
	

	Tom McArthur, Worlds of Reference: Lexicography, Learning and Language from the Clay Tablet to the Computer (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1986), p. 59.
	McArthur, p. 62

[or, if ambiguity possible:]

McArthur, Worlds of Reference, p. 9.
	

	The Works of Thomas Nashe, ed. by R. B. McKerrow, 2nd edn, rev. by F. P. Wilson, 5 vols (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1958), III, 94-98 (pp. 95-96).
	Thomas Nashe, III, 96
	McKerrow, R. B., ed., The Works of Thomas Nashe, 2nd edn, rev. by F.P. Wilson, 5 vols (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1958)

	Dictionary of the Middle Ages, ed. by Joseph R. Strayer and others (New York: Scribner, 1982-89), VI (1985), 26.
	
	Strayer, Joseph R., and others, eds, Dictionary of the Middle Ages (New York: Scribner, 1982-89), VI (1985)


CHAPTERS OR ARTICLES IN BOOKS

As first reference 

[In a bibliography the primary author's or editor's surname would precede the forename(s) or initial(s)]

Martin Elsky, ‘Words, Things, and Names: Jonson's Poetry and Philosophical Grammar’, in Classic and Cavalier: Essays on Jonson and the Sons of Ben, ed. by Claude J. Summers and Ted-Larry Pebworth (Pittsburgh: University of Pittsburgh Press, 1982), pp. 31-55 (p. 41).

Fanni Bogdanow, ‘The Suite du Merlin and the Post-Vulgate Roman du Graal’, in Arthurian Literature in the Middle Ages: A Collaborative History, ed. by Roger Sherman Loomis (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1959), pp. 325-35.

R. P. Calcraft, ‘The Lover as Icarus: Góngora's "Qué de invidiosos montes levantados"’, in What's Past Is Prologue: A Collection of Essays in Honour of L. J. Woodward, ed. by Salvador Bacarisse and others (Edinburgh: Scottish Academic Press, 1984), pp. 10-16 (p. 12).

Luis T. González-del-Valle, ‘Lo interpersonal en Presentimiento de lobos: un estudio de los modos de transmisión’, in Estudios en honor de Ricardo Gullón, ed. by Luis T. González-del-Valle and Darío Villanueva (Lincoln, NE: Society of Spanish and Spanish-American Studies, 1984), pp. 141-53.

References to articles in books previously published in journals:-

Alfred L. Kellogg and Louis A. Haselmayer, ‘Chaucer's Satire of the Pardoner’, PMLA, 66 (1951), 251-77 (repr. in Alfred L. Kellogg, Chaucer, Langland, Arthur: Essays in Middle English Literature (New Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers University Press, 1972), pp. 212-44).

Edwin Honig, ‘Calderón's Strange Mercy Play’, in Critical Essays on the Theatre of Calderón, ed. by Bruce W. Wardropper (New York: New York University Press, 1965), pp. 167-92 (first publ. in Massachusetts Review, 3 (1961), 80-107).

ARTICLES IN JOURNALS 

As first reference 

[In a bibliography the primary author's surname would precede the forename(s) or initial(s)]

Richard Hillyer, ‘In More than Name Only: Jonson's "To Sir Horace Vere"’, MLR, 85 (1990), I-II (p. 8).

L. T. Topsfield, ‘"Jois", "Amors" and "fin' Amors" in the Poetry of Jaufre Rudel’, Neuphilologische Mitteilungen, 71 (1970), 277-305 (p. 279).

Victor Skretkowicz, 'Devices and their Narrative Function in Sidney's Arcadia’, Emblematica, I (1986), 267-92.

J. D. Spikes, ‘The Jacobean History Play and the Myth of the Elect Nation’, Renaissance Drama, n.s. 8 (1970), 117-49.

Robert F. Cook, ‘Baudouin de Sebourc: un poème édifant?’, Olifant, 14 (1989), 115-135 (pp. 118-19).

Eduardo Urbina, ‘Don Quijote, puer-senex: un tópico y su transformación paródica en el Quijote’, Journal of Hispanic Philology, 12 (1987-88), 127-38.

James Trainer, ‘Sophie an Ludwig Tieck: neu identifizierte Briefe’, Jahrbuch der deutschen Schillergesellschaft, 24 (1980), 162-81 (p. 179).

Maurizio Perugi, ‘James Sully e la formazione dell'estetica pascoliana’, Studi di Filologia Italiana, 42 (1984), 225-309.

ARTICLES IN NEWSPAPERS AND MAGAZINES 

As first reference 

[In a bibliography the primary author's surname would precede the forename(s) or initial(s)]

Michael Schmidt, ‘Tragedy of Three Star-Crossed Lovers’, Daily Telegraph, 1 February 1990, p. 14.

Jonathan Friedland, ‘Across the Divide’, Guardian, 15 January 2002, section G2, pp. 10-11.

Jacques-Pierre Amette, ‘Thé et désespoir’, Le Point, 8 October 1989, p. 18.

Carlos Bousoño, ‘La ebriedad de un poeta puro’, El País, 21 May 1989, p. 17.

THESES AND DISSERTATIONS 

As first reference 

[In a bibliography the author's surname would precede the forename(s) or initial(s)]

R. J. Ingram, ‘Historical Drama in Great Britain from 1935 to the Present’ (unpublished doctoral thesis, University of London, Birkbeck College, 1988), p. 17.

Diedrich Diederischen, ‘Shakespeare und das deutsche Märchendrama’ (unpublished doctoral thesis, University of Hamburg, 1952), p. 91.

Mary Taylor, ‘The Legend of Apollonius of Tyre in Spanish and French Literature before 1500’ (unpublished master's thesis, University of Manchester, 1977), pp. 45-47.

James-Louis Boyle, ‘Marcel Proust et les écrivains anglais’ (unpublished thesis, University of Paris, 1953), p. 22.

Note that American universities distinguish between a master's ‘thesis’ and a doctoral ‘dissertation’:

Barbara Jean Trisler, ‘A Comparative Study of the Character Portrayal of Celestina and Other Golden Age Celestinesque Protagonists’ (unpublished master's thesis, University of Oklahoma, 1977), p. 4.

William Eugene Simeone, ‘Sir Richard Fanshawe: An Account of his Life and Writings’ (unpublished doctoral dissertation, University of Pennsylvania, 1950), pp. 166-79.

If a published abstract of an unpublished thesis or dissertation is known to exist, the information should be given:

Jon Vaden Anderson, ‘A Woman's Work: Feminist Tensions in the Victorian Novel’ (unpublished doctoral dissertation, Texas Christian Univ., 1997; abstract in Dissertation Abstracts International, 58 (1997), 880-A).
POEM FROM A BOOK
Name, ‘Title’, in Name of the Book, ed. by Name (Place: Publisher, Date), pp. No. – No.

Katherine Philips, ‘On the Welsh Language,’ in The Norton Anthology of Poetry, ed. Margaret Ferguson and others, 5th edn (London: W. W. Norton & Company, 2005) p.528.

If you plan to refer to this specific poem frequently, you can add that ‘all subsequent references are to this edition’.  This means you only need to put a line number in brackets after your quotations within the text itself.
LATER REFERENCES TO PLAYS AND LONG POEMS WHERE FIRST FULL REFERENCE HAS ALREADY BEEN GIVEN (See "BOOKS" above)

The Merchant of Venice, II.3.10

The Faerie Queene, IV. 26.35

Paradise Lost, IX. 342

Aeneid, VI. 215

Samson Agonistes, I. 819

Macbeth, III. 4. 99-107

THE BIBLE

Isaiah 22.17

II Corinthians 5.13-15

MANUSCRIPTS

	First reference
	Later references

	British Library, Cotton MSS, Caligula D III, fol. 15
	BL, Cotton MSS, Caligula D III, fols 17v-19r

or Cotton MSS, Caligula D III, fols 17v-19r

	Paris, Bibliothèque nationale, fonds français, 1124
	BN, f. fr. 1124

	Sheffield Central Library, Fitzwilliam MS E.209
	Sheffield CL, Fitzwilliam MS E.209

	Public Record Office, Home Office, HO 42/196
	PRO, HO 42/196


ONLINE ARTICLES

As first reference 

[In a bibliography the primary author's or editor's surname would precede the forename(s) or initial(s)]

Steve Sohmer, ‘The Lunar Calendar of Shakespeare's King Lear’, Early Modern Literary Studies, 5.2 (1999) <http://purl.oclc.org/emls/05-2/sohmlear.htm> [accessed 28 January 2000] (para. 3 of 17)

ONLINE DATABASES

As first reference 

[In a bibliography the primary author's or editor's surname would precede the forename(s) or initial(s)]

Kent  Bach, ‘Performatives’, in Routledge Encyclopaedia of Philosophy <http://www.rep.routledge.com> [accessed 3 October 2001]

E. E. (Edward Estlin) Cummings, ‘maggie and milly and molly and may’ in Literature Online <http://lion.chadwyck.co.uk> [accessed 5 June 2001]

Davis McCombs, ‘Star Chamber’ in Ultima Thule (New Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 2000), p. 4, in Database of Twentieth-Century in Literature Online  <http://lion.chadwyck.co.uk> [accessed 20 September 2000]

RECORDINGS, FILMS, AND DIGITAL MEDIA
As first reference 

[In a bibliography the primary author's or editor's surname would precede the forename(s) or initial(s)]

Johannes Brahms. Symphony No. 2. Wiener Philharmoniker. Cond. Carlo Maria Giulini. 435 348-2

Music of the Spanish Renaissance. Shirley Rumsey. 8.550614

Dylan Thomas. Under Milk Wood. Anthony Hopkins, Jonathan Pryce. 1992. CD LPF 7667

The Grapes of Wrath. Dir. John Ford. 20th-Century Fox. 1940.

